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HIC H-SHERIT F of the ;Connty 
of Surry. 


SIR, 


HE following Diſcourſe is an Attempt 
to expoſe the chief Cauſes of Vice, 


unbounded Liberty, and Licentiouſneſs ; and 
to ſhew the Neceſſity of laying proper Re- 


ſtraints upon Men of theſe unhappy Princi- 
ples. The Defeats, I am ſenſible, - are ſo 


many, that there is great Need of a Perſon of 


known Abilities to patronize it ; ;- and there-. 
fore 


iv, DEDICATION. | 
fore I could not venture to offer it to the 
World, without. aſſuming the Freedom of 
prefixing your Name, in hopes thereby to 
eſcape the public Cenſure. And I take this 


Opportunity, to expreſs my Gratitude for all 
your Favours, and to declare how much 


Tam, STR, 


Your mot bumble, and 


; . Moſt obedient Servant, 
bot Great Bookham, DE | 
_— —- September 19, 1745. 


Reeve Ballard. 


3 


2 7 4 
CE 21 


[1] 


EZxA vü. 25, 26. 


Thou Ezra, after the Wiſdom 9 F4 thy God, that is in 
7 Hand, fet Magiſtrates and Judges, which may judge 
] the Pe of thy Nation. 1 | 


And whoever w2ll not do the Law of thy God, and 
the Law of thy King, let Judgment be executed ſpeedily 
upon him, whether it be unto Death, or unto Bamſhment, 
or to (njCation of Goods, or to Inpriſonment 


and was in the Opinion of moſt Commentators * 
written. by himſelf) has given us that Part of the 
D Hiſtory which relates to their Captivity in Ba- 

wag and ther Re-eſtabliſhment in Judea. | 
Bur particularly in the Chapter of the Text, he 
entertains us with the Account of his own Miffion to 

them, after their Recovery from their captive State. 
- Tris Ezra was a Perſon of great Depth and Pe- 
netration ; he was a ready Scribe, and perfectly un- 
derſtanding in the Law of Meſes: And as a Man of 
ſuch wonderful Talents and Abilities, was employed by 
the great Perfian King b, to reform the Lives and Man- 
ners of the Cluldren of Iſrael. | 
B He 


a Dr. al $ 1 Ath the Annotations of ſome Learnel Divin. iS, 
publiſhed at London in the Year 165 1. 

d This Pexfian King was by Name Artaxerxes, as after · mentioned. He 
was called by the Greek Hiſtorians Maxeoxtie, by the Lating Lingimanus, 
by Reaſon of his more than ordinary Length of Hands, for he could ſtand 
- upright, and touch his Knees with them. See Or. Prideaux' Con nection. 


E=: (in the Book which "ol his Name, 


1.33 

Hz accordingly went up from Babylon for this Pur- 
poſe, and bore with him a Commiſſion full and clear, 
that iſſued from one of the higheſt Authorities upon 
Earth, from that great King Artaxerxes, who had Kings 
tributary and fubjet unto * But as this Office was 
.of too difficult a Nature to be executed without pro- 
per Aſſiſtants, he had a Power granted him to appoint 


Judges and Magiſtrates, as his Companions in the re- 
gular and faithfal Diſcharge of his Duty. 


I is plain, from the Letter of the Text, what the 


Buſineſs of theſe Magiſtrates conſiſted in, T hey were to 
judge the People, i. e. they were to be Arbitrators- be- 


tween Right and Wrong, between the different Parties 


contending; and in criminal Cauſes, were to be Pro- 


tectors of the Innocent, and to decree Puniſhment on 


the Offenders, to bring the Offenders to Shame, and, 
as the * het is, to let the Oppreſſed 
go free, 1 Ivitt. 6. a alſo to proportion and 
meaſure out the Puniſhment according to the 


_ Nature of the Offence : Some were to ſuffer Death, 


ers Baniſhment, ſome the Loſs of their Goods, and 
others Impriſonment. The Duty and Office of a Ma- 
giſtrate, in thoſe Days, conſiſted in theſe Particulars ; 
theſe Particulars are the ſame in our Days, and which 
are as punctually obſerved, and executed with as mock 
Integrity. 
FROM hence, chen, as che Text is ſo ſuitable to 
107 Occaſion of our n Solemnity, I will beg 

ve, 


Fir, To make ſome Remarks on the Neceſlity of 


* And, 


Second 5 On che 9 of Offenders. 
Firſt 


T1337 


Firft then, I am to obſerve to you the Neceſſity 
of Magiſtracy. To convince us of this, we need but 
refle& on the unruly Wills and Tempers of Men ; how 

rverſe would our Inclinations be, without reſtraint ! 

ow headſtrong! How impetuous ! The Reaſon of 
Man, is not ſufficient for the Government of Man : 
She often gives up her Empire to the Paſſions; and 
then how confuſed muſt his Condition be ? who owns 
the Sovereignty of thoſe only, which, in the End, will 
prove his Undoing. Our Paſſions, if given a looſe to, 
are more raging than the Hurricane, they will lead a 
Man, to Oppreſſion, Rapine and Spoil ; nay, to the 
uttermoſt Ravage and Cruelty, if ungoverned, if un- 
controuled. 5 | 
- In this Situation, our Beings would be more pre- 
carious than they are, perhaps too, more liable to fall 
by the Hands of our Fellow-creatares, than by the 
uſual Accidents of Life. A Man's Enemies might be 
thoſe of his own Houſhold, and our Pr would be 
expoſed to the Incurſions of our Neighbour. From 
hence ariſe the Neceſſity of Magiſtrates, to ſecure the 
— of Men, and their Property, from all hurtful 
Invaſions | 0 | 


WHEN there was no King in Iſrael, every one did that 
hich was rigbt in his own Eyes. Judg. xvii. 6. When 
there was no Magiſtrate to rule, there was no Law 
obey' d, and 1 Man might be a Micab without con- 
troul; in this State of Anarchy and Confuſion, They 
fell into the groſſeſt Acts of Impiety, and when there 
was no conſtraint to worſhip. the true God, their God 
of Gold, had its worſhippers. Such was the deſperate 
Condition of the Hraelites, when, they had no Diſ- 
eipline to reſtrain them, nor any Magiſtrate to puniſh 
them. | | 3 

B 2 - Gop 


[4] 
. Gop Almighty, who was concerned for the Peace of 
this lower World, thought it requiſite for the general Bene- 
fit of Man, to appoint Judges and Rulers over the People, 
and to inveſt Perſons with proper Authority to keep 
good Diſcipline among them; for he hath put the Sword 
into their Hands, for the Puniſhment of Evil-doers : 
Let the Diſſolute and Irreligious tremble, For they bear 
not the Sword in vain. Rom. Xi. 4. K 
MaGc1sFRACY, though it is an Ordinance of Man, as 
to the Subject, being born by Man, yet in regard to the 
Invention of it, it 1s the Ordinance of God ; it is of 
divine Inſtitution, and loaded with divine Epithets in 
Scripture. It is there ſaid, that God Almighty made a 
regular Appointment of Judges, from the Time of 
Jeſtua to the Eſtabliſhment of the Kings. Moſes, who was 
the firſt, finding the Burthen of the Office too heavy 
for his ſingle Care, choſe able Men out of all Iſrael, 
and made them Heads over the People, Rulers of Thou- 
ſands, Rulers of Hundreds, Rulers of Fifties, and Rulers 
of Tens; and they judged all the People at all Seaſons : 
Exod. xviii. 25. 26. It is likewiſe faid of Samuel, that 
He went from Year to Year in Circuit to Bethel, and 
Gilgal, and Mizpeh, and judged Iſrael in all thoſe Places. 
1 Sam. vii. 16. | 
Ir would be needleſs to recount the numerous Paſ- 
ſages of Scripture Evidences on this Occaſion ; for as 
ſoon as the ſupreme Ruler of Heaven had Peopled the 
Word, He immediately diſcovered the Neceſſity of ſub- 
ordinate Rulers, to whom he committed the Care and 
Protection of his People, whom He made uſe of for his 
own Service, inveſted with his Power, and called them 
by his own Name. 7 | 


SUCH 


5 

Suck a height of Dignity and Honour, did God 
aſcribe to the Office of Magiſtracy, that we are com- 
manded under the Goſpel Diſpenſation, to honour them 
for their Office-ſake ; and Titus has an Apoſtolical In- 
junction, to put them in mind, to be ſulject to Princi- 
palities, and Powers, and to obey Magiſtrates. Tit. iii. 1. 

Crimen læſæ Majeſtatis, was by the Roman Laws, an 
Offence of the higheſt Nature, and.we find, that the 
Roman Governors, Thoſe, who preſided in the Courts 
of Juſtice, were entitled by the high Character of their 
Office, to Marks of Honour and Diſtinction; and what 
was among the Romans, the ſame is in all Countries and 
Governments, a Difterence and Obedience is expected 
and paid to the Leaders and Rulers of them. 

HOEVER diſputes this Point, muſt be weary of the 
Bleſſings we enjoy; for the publick Welfare and Happi- 
neſs of a People, depend upon a regular Dominion, and 
he, who would throw down the Pillars of it, not un- 
| likely, may be cruſhed by the Fall. St. Jude mentions 
in ſevere 'Terms, the Puniſhment that will attend thoſe, 
who deſpiſe Dominion and ſpeak Evil of Dignities ; 
E vii. And it is to be remarked, that God, when 

threatens Jeruſalem, and Judab, that He will take 
from them, the Staff of Bread, and the Stay of Water : 
He ſubjoins an additional Judgment, that he will take 
from = too, the Fudge, 4 Prophet, the Prudent, 
and the Ancient. Iſaiah. iii. 1, 2. | | 
ST, Peter's Advice to us, will be an appoſite Con- 
cluſion for this Head, which is, 0 ſubmit ourſelves to 
every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's Sake, whether 
it be, to the King, as ſupreme, or unto Governors, as unto 
them, that are ſent by him, for the Puniſhment of Evil. 
doers, and for the Praiſe of them that do well, 1 St. 
Peter, ii . 3 1. 14. And ſurely we have the 2 
| on 


_ $8] 
Reaſon to ſubmit ourſelves, who can ſay, without the 
leaf Adulation, that in no Nation upon Earth, is there 
ſuch an equal Adminiſtration of Juſtice, as in our Na- 
tion. | 

THz next Head to be diſcuſſed, is about the Execu- 
tion of the Laws for the Preſervation of Government, 
and for the Puniſhment of Offenders. 

THe Suppoſition, that Men would not be a Law 
unto themſelves, was the Reaſon of enacting Laws for 
the Government of Men, and from the —— 
of this, God no fooner had put Breath into our Mouths, 
but He put a Law into our Hearts, and withal annext 
a Reward or Penalty, upon our Obſervance or Diſobe- 
dience. The Jeuiſb Leaders, were at the fame time, 
inveſted with a directive and a coactive Power, the one 
to make Laws, the other to enforce the Execution of 
them: Our Saviour, when his Laws were promulgated, 
annexed a Threatning and Reward. 

Tur Sanction of a Law, is the Execution of it; and 
the Execution of it procures the Regard to it; the Ar- 
gument, the Wiſe Man aſſigns for the growth of Im- 
piety, is, becauſe Sentence againſt an Evil Mort is not 
ſpeedily. executed, therefore the Hearts of Men are fi 
fet in them to do Evil. Eccles. viii. 11. A. 
Ir is true indeed, we are not to take our Meaſure 
of Mankind in general, from the Unworthyneſs of a 
few: But the frequent Returns of theſe Meetings, are 
a lamentable Conviction, that there are thoſe, whom 
nothing leſs, than the fevereſt Correction will awe'to a 
Senſe of their Duty; they have leaped over, as a broken 
Hedge, all the Admonitions of Conſcience, and the 
Terrors of a future Judgment, as they are hid from 
their Eyes, have had no Influence on their Lives: The 
Worm that never dies, and the Fire that is not quenched, 
PETIT ON FER though 


[7] 
though in another World, they would moſt affuredly 
await the. Refactory and Impenitent, have loſt their 
Power here; temporal Puniſhments have greater Influ- 
ence, though the Spiritual are as certain, and much 
more dreadful, 
THr1s being premiſed, that the Threatnings at Chriſt 
ſecond coming, to judge the World, have not their 
proper Weight upon the Minds of harden'd Sinners, 
it will be found neceſſary to have recourſe to human 
Judicatures, where the Puniſhment is viſible and ex- 
emplary. Impreſſions from without, ſtrike deeper on 
the carnal Man, conſequently no Terrors will be of fo 
much Efficacy, as thoſe, which concern Senſation. | 
Ir were much to be wiſhed indeed, that a Diſcipline 
of this Sort, was not ſo needful ; that Men would be 
more afraid of the Diſpleaſure of the Divine Laws, than 
of the Stripes and Terrors of this World; but the Miſ- 
fortune is, Proſpects at a diſtance, neither affright nor 
diſmay us; we won't ſee our Ruin, till we feel it, and 
where our Reaſon ſhould be ſtrongeſt, ſhe is weaker 
than uſual, But, | | | 
Secondly, All Government was defign'd for the Be- 
nefit of the Governed, and the Laws are the Strength 
and Sinews of it; the Uſe of it has been experienced 
in all Ages, and in all Countries; and however contro- 
verted each particular Form or Mode of Government 
may have been, the Community, of which we have the 
Happineſs to be Members, hath certainly this pre- 
heminence, that we are governed by Laws of our own 
making; and how can any one complain at the Sentence 
of that Law, which himſelf had a Share in enacting. 
Tr1s Advantage alſo, may be added to the Happincks 
of our Conſtitution above all others, That of all others, it 
is the moſt free, diſintereſted, and impartial ; the mean- 
eſt Appellant will find as ſure a Redreſs, for Injuries 
| | en received, 


181 
received, as the moſt powerful; our Laws are even and 
_ equal to both; they are ſettled by the People, and the 
King gives them Life and Exiſtence; a King, who is 
contented to rule by thoſe Laws his People has formed, 
and lets them enjoy all the Advantages, without the In- 
convenies of an abſolute Monarchy. 

- ATTENDED with ſuch Bleſſings, what could affect the 
quiet of our Being? Were we Juſt to ourſelves, and Juſt 
to one another; did we live without giving Offence to 
God, and without invading the Rights of our Neigh- 
bour. Even Machivel, who was no great Admirer of 
the Ways of Providen ce, makes the Practice of theſe 
Virtues, eminently neceflary to the Welfare of a State, 
and the Neglect of them, its Deſtruction. Diſc. 1. xii. 
Cicero too, though a Heathen, makes this Remark on 
the Roman Republick, That her Dignity and Honour 
were then moſt conſpicuous and extended, when ſhe 
flouriſhed moſt in Virtue, and that her Decreaſe in the 
former, was attributed to her falling off in the latter ; 
which-is a ſecond Argument to enforce the Suppreſſion 
of Sin and Wickedneſs, as eſſential to our Peace and 
Quiet, to our Welfare and Happineſs. 

A Third is for Example-fake. Under the Moſaick Diſ- 
penſation, Puniſhment was inſtituted, as much at leaſt, 
for the Sake of Example, as for the Satisfaction of 
Juſtice, That all the People may hear and fear, and do 
no more preſumptuouſly. Deut. xvii. 7. And in the 
Chriftian Church, If any one was found in a Fault, be 
was ſure to be publickly rebuked, that others alſo might 
fear. 1 Tim. 5. xx, 

INDEED the Force of Example in all Circumſtances 
is evident, and we learn from t ae Treatment of others, 


what 


| e Tutamen, fue Labes aliquam fem, five d: erat, ea para, meditare, cogita, 

quæ eſſe in eo ciui ac viro debent, qui ſit remp. aſiiftam et qppreſſam miſeris 

tmemporibus ac perditis moril ut, in velerem ae et dignitatem windicaturus. 
Epiſt. Fam. 2. 5. | | 


[ 9 ] 


what will be our own; if we ſee the Sinner eſcape with 
Impunity, we are encouraged to Vice, as we are Imi- 
tators of Virtue, if we ſee Virtue rewarded. If Catiline 
had been early check'd in his 'Treacherous Attempts, it 
might have prevented the future Miſchicts of his Life; 
it might have been happy for his Accomplices. When 
Vice is puniſh'd, Men are afraid of committing it; I 
am naturally afraid of doing an ill Act, when I behoid 
the Conſequences of it in another. | 1 

Ir is indeed much to be lamented, that Men will 
not be kept within the Rules of Juſtice and Honeſty, 
without laying before them, the Terrors of Tranſgieſſirg 
them; and how can we exhibit theſe Terrors, but in 
the exemplary Puniſhment of Offenders. | 

IT has been found in all Ages, that Example is of 
more. weight-than Precept, or any other Motive ; that 
we are more attentive to. what we ſee in Men, than 
what we hear from them; for their Words, like watery 
Bubbles, play but upon the Surface of our Minds, while 
their Actions ſtamp. a moſt laſting Impreſſion. From 
hence ariſe the Neceſſity of putting the Laws in Exe- 
cution againſt Offenders, that an Example of the moſt 
notorious, may be a Caution to others. 

Bur I hope this Treatment of Delinquents, will not 
lay ne under any Imputation of Severity, beyond what 
is abſolutely requiſite for the Publick Safety: What has 
been hitherto advanced, is only pointed at the moſt da- 
ring and incorrigible Sinner, on whom all milder Ef- 
forts have proved in vain, all Rebukes and Chaſtiſement 
have loſt their Force, nor more effectual, than beating 
of the Winds. | 
Or fuch Offenders, the. Roman Senate gives us the 
beſt Method of Correction. © In Rome, all ſanguinary 
B * Laws 


« Vide Dr. Middleton's Life of Cicero, Vol 1. p. 209. 


[ 10 ] 
& Laws were ever odious ; Baniſhment with Confiſca- 
te tion of Goods was the known and ordinary Puniſh- 


ment, except in * rrbigiagee Inſtances, where the Crimes 


e were of a very flagrant and heighten'd Nature, Then 
« indeed, the Senate ſtretch'd their Prerogative, and 
* puniſhed the Criminals with Death.” In like manner, 
where Offences are of the deepeſt Dye, the Publick 
Safety calls for Puniſhment ; and indeed Offenders of 
this Claſs, have very little Claim to our Pity, Pity, that 


mild and gentle Lenitive, is ſcarce to be vouchſafed to 
them. But theſe are the only Inſtances, where Cor- 
rection is of the greateſt Uſe ; and by ſuch Treatment 
of theſe, we are moſt likely to fee thoſe blefſed Times, 
when every Man ſhall fit fafe under his own Fig-Tree, 
and under his own Vine, | Ma 


« 


Every one muſt be an Advocate for Mercy, where 


is any Room for Mercy; the Objects of it are as nu- 


merous as the Miſeries of Men, ſcarce any Condition 


is excluded from it: It is a Virtue as univerſal as any in 
the Syſtem of our Duty, and as ſtrongly recommended. 
It is to be extended to the Ignorant, to the Unhappy, 


and even to the Sinner; to the former indeed, at all 
Times, and on all Occaſions; but to the latter, under 
certain Reſtrictions, ſo as not to ſet aſide the invariable 
Rule of Judgment or juſtice. For He, who command- 
ed us to ſhew Mercy in all our Actions, commanded 


us alſo to do Juſtice: Juſtice is the Attribute of Heaven 


as well as Mercy. | 
IT is from Neceflity, not by Choice, that the Laws 


are executed _ Offenders; and I doubt not, but it 
is with great 


eluctance, when the Sentence of that 
Law is pronounced, which conſigns a Malefactor to 

Death or Baniſnment. | | 6: 
LeniTyY 


[12 ] 
LENITY 1s more the Delight of the human Breaſt, 
than Kigour, Puniſhment is not more unwillingly de- 
creed, than received, and to every merciful Man, Se- 
verity is grievous. . 
Bur what Diſorder and Confuſion, would it intro- 
duce into theſe Kingdoms, was there no Puniſhment 
for Guilt ? We ſhould rather live as Herds, than So- 
. Cieties of Men, and like Beaſts of Prey, hide within 
the Caves of the Earth, for fear of the Savageneſs and 
_ Cruelty of each other. nh 
GREAT Pity it is, that there muſt be a Mixture of 
Fear as well as Love to preſerve Societies of Men; that 
Men are not to be reſtrained by gentler Methods; and 
that doing Right, ariſes from the Dread of the Puniſh- 
ment of doing Wrong. The Law of Mercy, which 
is the Law of Heaven, enjoins us to make Puniſhment 
our laſt Remedy ; not to apply that, till milder Means 
have been tried and defeated ; Even in ſuch Caſes to 
fly to the extreme Rigour of the Law, would be a kind 
of Violence and Injuſtice. We are to weigh well the 
Circumſtances of the Fault, and to admit every favour- 
able one in Mitigation. But this I can have no Occa- 
ſion to enlarge on to the Gentlemien of the Jury; their 
Duty will be much better recommended to them from 
another Place. | 
Give me Leave, therefore, only to add a Word of 
Prayer: If there ſhould be any Wretches ſo unfortu- 
nate to hear the Sentence of Guilt pronounced againſt 
them, that in the ſhort Remainder of their Days they 
may ſeriouſly lay to Heart the Evil of having lived in 
the open Tranſgreſſion of all Laws both Human and 
Divine; that they may endeavour, as much as in their 
Power, to make Reſtitution and SatisfaCtion. for all In- 
juries 


- 


ad Wenge done by them to rip worn d 
their Sofrow:7anditheir: Sufferings here may gam an 
Aequitas br them at the Heavenly Tribunal, where 
the Puniſhment - impenitent Sinners will be more 
ſierce, more intollerable. And in a. Word, let us re- 
peat our Petitions to Almighty God, that thoſe cuba h 


Ali vered up for the Deſtruttion of the Fleſh, that whos - 


Spirits may be Javd in the Day f abe Lu 
a 3. 222 N 58 lle ih ot 
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